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​presents an invitation to apply
​for the position of

SUPERINTENDENT
Wahkiakum School District

Cathlamet, Washington

-------------------------------------

Mission Statement:
We strive to provide a quality education
that empowers and inspires all students

to be productive, confident, contributing
and respectful citizens.

 

 
 

 

About Wahkiakum School District
Cathlamet (Kath-LAM-et), the County Seat of Wahkiakum County, is the second oldest town in Washington,
was visited by Lewis and Clark on the "Voyage of Discovery" in 1805. Cathlamet is the home of the
Wahkiakum School District, with students living in Cathlamet, Skamokawa, on Puget Island and "up the
valleys." Our community is a multi-generational group dating back to the 1850's, crosscut with families who
have more recently discovered the wonders of our corner of the world. Our community is known for clean
air, clear water, abundant wildlife and healthy living, in a county without a single traffic light. The traditional
industries of the area include fishing, farming and forestry which have preserved the rural beauty and a
slower pace of life where people still stop on the street to genuinely ask how you are.

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=synergy&nav=89c6c7f8-103e-45d5-b7c9-ee6182c62775


Cathlamet is perched on a rugged shoreline of the Columbia River in Wahkiakum County. When Lewis and
Clark passed through the area in November 1805 the area was inhabited by the Wahkiakum People and
spoke the Chinook language. As fur traders followed "The Voyage of discovery", they brought trade as well
as disease into the villages of the Wahkiakum, which decimated much of the tribe by the late 1830's. James
Birnie, a retired Hudson Bay Company employee, and his wife, Charlotte, brought their ten children to the
village of Cathlamet in 1846, establishing a trading post which soon became a thriving business trading furs,
fish and other foods. Charlotte Birnie, of Kootenai and French Canadian heritage contributed to good
relations with the 300-400 local Wahkiakum who remained in the area, playing a critical role in
commerce and community relations. Rose Birnie, sister of James, arrived in Cathlamet in 1850 to teach her
brother's now twelve children and became Wahkiakum County's first schoolteacher. She later married a
former Hudson's Bay clerk, George Roberts. Their home, built in 1857, is now known as the Julia Butler Hansen
Heritage Center and is the oldest home in the community.

Wahkiakum School District is the epicenter of our community. Citizens not only look for us to provide an
education for their children, but also to provide a community center for sports, clubs, and student-
community interactions. Our four-day school week allows our students the opportunity to delve deeper into
curricular areas for well-rounded academic achievements. Our district currently has 395 students K-12. We
pride ourselves in knowing every student well, and take pride in growing programs that provide opportunities
often found only in larger districts. We can boast 60,000 square feet of school gardens, just under a hundred
acres of forest directly accessible to our students on our campus, a robust culture of clubs including our
Robotics Club that recently took the honor of placing first in the International SeaPearch underwater
Robotics Competition. Our high school offers Advance Placement and College in the High School courses.
We have implemented time vertical integration ensuring our K-8 students are well prepared for high school.
We also have a broad reaching exploratory CTE program that opens doors in Ag Science, Welding, and
hands-on Natural Resource Management in our district- owned Farm Forest.

For more information about the district visit:
https://wahksd.k12.wa.us

 

Challenges & Opportunities

​The Wahkiakum School District seeks a full-time Superintendent dedicated to the education
and development of all students. The Superintendent will be a leader with a successful history
of supporting student achievement, establishing team building and professional networks for
staff, engaging the community, and promoting a positive safe school environment.

Professional Qualifications
Can demonstrate a strong background in
finance and business, with a focus on fiscal
accountability and fiscal responsibility.

Has demonstrated experience managing
multiple varied and/or diverse projects
simultaneously.

Understands K-12 Capital Facilities and is
willing to be a hands-on facility advocate.

Demonstrates knowledge of Washington
school law, academic standards,
professional development and evaluation

Professional Characteristics
Is honest, ethical, and a transparent leader
with a long-term vision for the district.

Is a strong communicator with experience
building and supporting learning
communities.
Supports a dynamic educational
experience.

Actively participates in school and
community events.

Builds strong parent and community
support.

https://wahksd.k12.wa.us


systems.

Ensures that the district complies with all
state and federal mandates, laws, policies
and regulations.

Preferred candidates will have at least a
combined three years of experience in K-12
district level administrative roles.
Additionally, preferred candidates will hold,
or are eligible to hold, a Washington State
Superintendent Certificate.

Residency in the district is preferred.

 
Compensation
The Superintendent will work 260 days per year which will include holidays, vacation days,
and sick leave. Wahkiakum School District offers a competitive compensation package
including excellent benefits and membership in the Washington State Retirement System.

Application Packet

A completed application packet should include the following:
A letter of Interest addressing experience/skills in educational leadership, student
behavior management, communication, fiscal and organizational
management, board relations, planning/vision, personnel administration and
community involvement.
A current resume
Three professional references
Transcripts that include degrees granted and certificates earned

Send an electronic copy of all application materials to:
Chris Rust, Consultant: cr.codaconsults@gmail.com

Tom Rockefeller, Consultant/COO: rockefellertom@gmail.com 
and trockefeller@superintendentsearch.com

Dennis Ray, CEO: dennisray@superintendentsearch.com

Applications received by February 21, 2025 will receive first consideration,
however the Board of Directors reserves the right to review any candidate until a

superintendent is selected.
.

Application materials will become property of NWLA and the district, and will not be returned to the applicant.
Please do not contact the school district directly regarding the selection process for this position.

All inquiries, including those from applicants with disabilities who need help in completing application
materials, should be made to the following NWLA Associates:

Dennis Ray | Email: dennisray@superintendentsearch.com

    
Northwest Leadership Associates | dennisray@mac.com dennisray@superintendentsearch.com | Liberty

Lake, WA 99019 US
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