------------------------------------presents an invitation to apply
for the position of

SUPERINTENDENT
Selah School District
Selah, WA
-------------------------------------

The Board of Directors of the Selah School District
seeks highly qualified applicants for the position of
superintendent.
This position is open until filled. To receive full
consideration, apply by March 1, 2022.

CHALLENGES and OPPORTUNITIES
The Board has identified the following
leadership challenges and opportunities for
the position:

• Engage the community and staff to
develop and support a clearly
articulated long-term vision for the
District that fosters a strong inclusive
climate.
• Support a unified, collaborative
instructional team that strives to
develop and enhance
comprehensive systems to support
success for the district’s schools, staff,
students and families.
• Continue and build upon the District’s
focus on academic and social
emotional improvement while
maintaining high expectations to
close opportunity gaps.

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

The Board seeks candidates with the desired
professional qualifications:
• A highly visible leader in the schools and
community in support of strong community
engagement, relationships and partnerships. The
superintendent will be expected to reside in the
community.
• Excellent communication skills, including the
ability and willingness to listen intently to a wide
variety of perspectives and ideas and bring
people together in support of a shared, studentfocused vision.
• A leader of high ethical standards who inspires
excellence and dedication, builds trust within the
district and community, and fosters confidence in
staff, parents, students and community members.
• A passion for equity that drives educational
success for all students.
• A sound fiscal leader who prioritizes the use of all

• Continue the district’s focus on equity
and inclusion through professional
learning in support of a growing and
changing community.
• Maintain and grow strong District
programs, specifically in the areas of
dual language and CTE opportunities.
• Sustain positive labor relations
through collaborative and
transparent partnerships.
• Continue the district’s tradition of
sound student-focused fiscal
management.
• Continue the district’s capital
improvements with thoughtful,
systematic stakeholder engagement.

resources to maximize the impact and benefit to
students and employees while adhering to state
and federal requirements.

THE DISTRICT

In Selah, our school district is an important entity in the community and works with the City,
local businesses, and various organizations to build a stable educational system which helps
develop a strong town overall.
The Selah School District serves over 3,600 students and is comprised of the Robert Lince Early
Learning Center, John Campbell Primary School, Selah Intermediate School, Selah Middle
School, Selah High School and Selah Academy Online/Big Picture Learning. Additionally, the
District has a HomeLink Center as well as other alternative learning opportunities.
Since the late 1800’s the community has valued the importance of providing an education
to its young people. From its first brick school to the beautiful and modern facilities of today,
the Selah School District is redefining the way it approaches the learning process. Our District
is committed to achievement and its core purpose of ensuring high levels of learning for
every student while providing equitable and quality learning experiences. Staff and students
are guided by The Viking Way, where the foundation of the District’s core beliefs emphasize
that every student is worthy and capable of making meaningful contributions to his or her
communities, strong character is at the heart of preparing our learners for lifelong success,
and in a culture of excellence every student graduates on time prepared for college and
career opportunities. The Viking Way leads us to a culture of excellence where our schools
are known not simply as good places to learn, but great places for our young people to
engage in their education for the betterment of themselves and our Selah community.
In addition to celebrating the passage of recent construction bonds in 2012 and 2018, and
the passing of over 30 consecutive levies, Selah School District offers students a wide range
of educational opportunities including:
• K-12 arts education, including art and music specialists at all levels.
• Strong Career and Technical educational opportunities for students which provide for
future career pathways.
• College in the high school learning opportunities where students can earn college
credit on the high school campus.
• Advanced placement classes where students participate in high level learning
opportunities.
• Running Start, which allows high school students to participate in college courses at
Yakima Valley College.
• YV Tech, where students learn trade skills at Yakima Valley Technical Skills Center.
• A highly-capable program with a continuum of advanced learning options.
• Early learning opportunities including PK and TK Programs and full-day kindergarten for
students.
• Social Emotional learning opportunities where students learn the skills necessary to
understand and manage emotions and set and achieve positive goals so they can

learn and thrive.
• A HomeLink program which connects homeschool families with our school curriculum
and educational system.
• A dual language immersion program and learning opportunities for learners in
kindergarten through sixth grades.
• A Big Picture Learning Program with the sole mission of putting students directly at the
center of their own learning.
• Advanced technological learning opportunities where students acquire the skills to
keep them connected with the 21st Century and ever changing technology.
• Selah Transition Education Program (STEP) which serves students who are 18-21 years of
age with special needs and helps them transition into life after school so they can live
independently.

THE COMMUNITY

At first glimpse, travelers descending Umptanum Ridge on Interstate 82 are immediately
captured by the sight of the Yakima Valley lying in the distance. Dropping down from the
Ridge, the community that comes into view is Selah, a town spread across the top of the
small hills overlooking Yakima—Central Washington’s largest town. Selah is bound by two
rivers and offers scenic vistas in every direction.
The Selah community has evolved around the fruit industry and signs of agriculture are
evident in the town’s orchards and fruit processing businesses. Although apples dominate
the agricultural crops there is also pride in the growth of pears, cherries, and other local fruits
and vegetables. Selah is also headquarters to Tree Top, Inc., a national producer of juice
and fruit products. Selah is home to families who enjoy life in a small town. The City of Selah
has an approximate population of 8,200 residents, although nearly 20,000 live in surrounding
areas and consider themselves a very proud part of the Viking community. Annual events
which bring the community out strong and unite generations are Selah Community Days, the
Lighted Holiday Parade, and the Homecoming Parade.
The town of Selah is a stone’s throw from one of Washington’s most spectacular wilderness
regions. Lying near the foothills of the Cascade Mountains, the Yakima River, and Yakima
River Canyon, Selah offers residents easy access to hunting, fishing, skiing, hiking, boating,
bicycling, and other sightseeing and outdoor recreational pursuits. With four distinct seasons,
there is something for everyone to enjoy.
Adjoining Selah is Washington’s 11th largest city, Yakima. Yakima boasts Yakima Valley
College which offers both Bachelors and Associate Degrees and programs of professional
certification, Perry Technical Institute, Pacific Northwest University of Health Sciences, and a
location for the Washington State University College of Nursing. Yakima has a major hospital,
an arts council, local media and numerous shopping and entertainment outlets, as well as
hosts numerous annual events and festivals. Over the hill from Selah to the north is Ellensburg
and Central Washington University. Also, Selah is located an almost equal distance from
three of the Northwest’s largest cities, Spokane, Seattle and Portland.
For more information about the district and this opportunity visit:

https://www.selahschools.org/

BOARD MEMBERS

COMPENSATION

Jeff Hartwick - President
Jamie Morford - Vice President
Sarah Michael
Dan Peters

The School Board will negotiate a multi-year
contract with the salary commensurate with
school districts of similar size in Eastern
Washington.

Joe Catron

APPLICATION PROCEDURES
For full consideration, application materials are due March 1, 2022.
The District retains the right to accept applications until the position is filled.

A completed application packet should include the following:
• A formal letter of application
• A completed application form (request from Mark J. Venn or Tom Rockefeller)
• A current resume
• Three to five letters of recommendation
• A written statement explaining how you plan to address each of the challenges
and opportunities noted in this vacancy announcement
Send an electronic copy of all application materials to: (PDF OR WORD FORMAT PREFERRED)

dennisray@superintendentsearch.com
with copies to:

m.venn@superintendentsearch.com
trockefeller@superintendentsearch.com
Application materials will become property of NWLA and will not be returned to the applicant.
Please do not contact the school district directly regarding the selection process for this position.
All inquiries, including those from applicants with disabilities who need help in completing application
materials, should be made to the following NWLA Associates:
Tom Rockefeller I Phone: (509) 590-8453 I Email: trockefeller@superintendentsearch.com
Mark J. Venn I Phone: (360) 770-2182 I Email: m.venn@superintendentsearch.com
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