presents an invitation to apply for the position of

SUPERINTENDENT
Naches Valley School District
Naches, WA

ABOUT THE POSITION

The Mission of Naches Valley School District
The Board of Directors of the Naches
Valley School District
seeks highly qualified applicants
for the position of superintendent.
The district is replacing Duane Lyons
who will retire on June 30th, 2019
after 14 years in the district.

Provide, through cooperation of parents, students, staff and
community, an education which will help students equip themselves
with the skills necessary to live successfully in the future
as a contributing member of society.

To receive full consideration,
please apply by January 22, 2019.
This position is open until filled.
Dr. Jim Howard
Dr. Dennis Ray
Northwest Leadership Associates

Integrity, a sense of community and a positive work ethic will be promoted
and encouraged through participation in a well-rounded educational
experience which includes striving for academic
excellence, student achievement and respect for self and others.

ABOUT THE DISTRICT

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chad Christopherson (Chair)

Nestled in the foothills of the majestic Mt. Clemans, Naches Valley School
District is proud of its small size, rural setting, supportive community and
dedicated staff. The district provides quality educational programs for
1,250 students. Educational facilities include an new elementary school,
middle school and an accredited and comprehensive high school.
Approximately 74% of students identify as white and 22% as Hispanic.
Forty-seven percent of students qualify for free and reduced lunches. The
district employs approximately 95 certificated staff and 84 classified staff.
Parents and community members speak highly of the caring, welcoming

Term expires 2021

Bruce Drollinger (Vice Chair)
Term expires 2021

Marcie Carrell
Term expires 2021

Todd Huck
Term expires 2019

Patti Hyatt
Term expires 2019

COMPENSATION
The School Board will negotiate a
multi-year contract with the salary
commensurate with school districts of
similar size in Washington.

APPLICATION
PROCEDURES
Applications are due January 22,
2019. The district retains the
option of accepting applications
until the position is filled.
A complete application packet
should include:
A formal letter of application
A completed application form
(requested from
Dr. Jim Howard - contact info
listed below)
A current resume
Three to five letters of
recommendation that address
your qualifications to successfully
advance the leadership
opportunities
A written statement explaining
how you plan to address each of
the leadership challenges
and opportunities identified in this
vacancy announcement

environment the staff creates for students and their dedication to success
for ALL students.
For more information: http://www.nvsd.org/

ABOUT THE COMMUNITY
The City of Naches is a community which provides a small-town
atmosphere while offering an exceptional way of life. Naches is located in
a valley at the foothills of the Cascade Mountain Range twelve miles west
of Yakima on U.S. Highway 12. Surrounded by both beautiful forest and
orchards, Naches proper is a traditional and warm residential
community of 805 with its
roots in agriculture and
logging. While the city is
geographically modest,
the district itself stretches
from the western edge of
Yakima and reaches the
top of both White and
Chinook Passes. Naches
boasts a multitude of
nearby outdoor
recreational opportunities. Its central location within Washington State
makes Naches a desirable place to raise a family, enjoy retirement, or
invest in a summer home. This community provides the dream
combination of living an idyllic rural lifestyle while having access to the
city of Yakima just minutes away and the larger metros of Seattle,
Spokane and Portland only a three-hour drive down the road.
Wenatchee National Forest, managed in part by the Naches Ranger
Station, encompasses lands just west of Naches. These Cascade
Mountains provide unlimited opportunities to watch wildlife, hike to hidden
lakes, ski the steeps, fly-fish, boat, hunt, snowmobile, and bike in
numerous recreational areas along White Pass Scenic Byway and
Chinook Pass Scenic Byway. Locals also enjoy quick access to the
expanded White Pass Ski Area, home mountain of downhill ski racing
Olympic medalists Phil and Steve Mahre.
For more information:
https://www.yakima.org/
https://www.townofnaches.com/

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
The Board has identified the following leadership challenges and
opportunities for the position:
Develop a culture of trust and collaboration between the district,
the staff and the community.
Lead with a positive, approachable, open style emphasizing clear
communication, genuine listening and consistent follow through
with all stakeholders.
Be visible and actively engaged in community and all school
activities.
Develop a finance plan and budget addressing the funding
uncertainty from the state.
Recruit, develop and maintain quality instructional and support
staff.
Address the changing student demographics (ELL, poverty and

Send all application materials
electronically to:
Dr. James Howard
jameshoward@comcast.net
If necessary, hard copies may be
sent to the following:
Dr. Jim Howard
Northwest Leadership Associates
14720 E Carlyle Lane
Veradale, WA 99037
Questions and/or requests for application
materials can be made via
the email address above or by phone at
(509) 981-4676. Inquires can also be
made to Dr. Dennis Ray at
dennisray@superintendentsearch.com or
by phone at (509) 979-5561

growing minority populations).
Explore programs for highly capable students including IB and AP
offerings for high school students.

DESIRED SKILLS & QUALIFICATIONS
The Board is seeking candidates with the following desired skills and
qualifications:
Exceptional communication skills with the ability to create and
enhance relationships and inspire support from staff and all
groups and members of the community.
Demonstrated success as an educational leader, with experience
as a classroom teacher and building level administrator.
Strong financial background including experience with passing
levy and bond elections.
The ability to engage the staff and community in support of a
clearly articulated, long-term vision for the district.
Exemplify high standards of professionalism, sincerity, honesty,
integrity and accountability.
Possess excellent management, fiscal and organizational skills.
Be outgoing and eager to meet with the public.
Be decisive; yet collaborate with staff, community and school
board in strategy development and decision-making.
Willingness to reside in and be an active part of the Naches Valley
School District.
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